The Ohio Department of Education produced this document; and, on December 20, 2004, ODE requested the assistance of the Ohio Education Association  at disseminating the document to OEA’s members and staff.

Highly Qualified Teachers 

Teachers providing instruction in the core academic subjects in grades 7 - 12 must meet the highly qualified teacher requirements for the core content areas of language arts, mathematics, science and social studies. 

To meet the federal definition of a highly qualified teacher by the end of the school year, special education teachers may accumulate 90 clock hours of professional development in each core area by completing at least 45 clock hours in content specific professional development opportunities. 
The Ohio Mathematics Academy Program and the Ohio Science Institute are professional development opportunities for mathematic and science educators of students in grades 7-10 as well as for special education and inclusion teachers, and those needing content certification in order to meet the NCLB highly qualified teacher requirement.  These academies provide teachers with the opportunity to network with others across their region to build professional learning communities. The goals of these professional development opportunities are to:
· Improve the capacity of Ohio's teachers to implement the mathematic and science academic content standards
· Develop deeper mathematics and science content knowledge
· model best practices and research-based, content-specific pedagogy, and
· Develop understanding of Ohio's assessments
Below is the link to the October 2004 Ides where you will find a list of the dates and trainings being offered.  You can register to attend through STARS. http://www.ode.state.oh.us/proficiency/monthly_comms/Ides/pdf/October_2004_Ides.pdf
If a special education teacher needs to meet the highly qualified definition in more than one academic content area, then 45 clock hours devoted to pedagogy is only required one time and may be combined with the 45 hours in each content area to equal the 90 clock hour requirement. 
(Note: Clock hours can be counted since the time the Local Professional Development Committee began keeping records in the district.) 
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